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Your friendly neighbor hood--the pharmacy in a community

A community pharmacy is a place where a professional
pharmacist sells and dispenses drugs. It acts like a 7-11 or the
health center in the community, and provides the newest drug
information and the knowledge of safe medications. Besides, it
helps the community residents taking good care of themselves
by providing instruction drugs, and assists the community
residents in sorting or classifying their medications. The func-
tions of a community pharmacy are as follows:
1.Dispensing --confirm prescriptions, establish patient drug
profile, dispensing, give instructions of drugs, avoid
doubling medications.

2.Drug supply--Provide prescription drugs, instruction drugs,
health food and nutrition food.

3.Medicine care--Dispense the prescriptions of chronic diseases,
arrange medications and explain prescriptions.

4. Medicine consultation --Provide medicine information, drug
knowledge, safe medications and medicine educations.

5.Health consultation -- Provide consultation on health care,
prevention of contagious diseases, patient guide, smok-
ing cessation, weight losing and drug abusing.

6.Providing safe, convenient, cost-saving, time-saving and
substantial drug related services.

Non-prescription drugs include instruction drugs and
Over-the-Counter (OTC)drug, people can purchase these groups
of drugs in community pharmacies without physicians’ prescrip-
tions. The characteristics of non-prescription drugs are: safe,
effective, convenient, preventive or relieving. People can
purchase them freely and use them according to pharmacists’
instructions or explanations on package leaflet or label.
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